
PUBLIC HIGHWAYS AND PRIVATE ROADS (EXCERPT)
Act 283 of 1909

CHAPTER V
STATE REWARD FOR ROADS

225.1 State highway department; duties.
Sec. 1. There is hereby created and established a state highway department, which shall be charged with

the giving of instruction in the art of building, improving and repairing public wagon roads and bridges,
collecting reports from township and county highway commissioners, overseers of highways and
superintendents and commissioners of streets in villages and cities, and with the distribution of any state
reward for improving the public wagon roads, that this legislature or any future session may provide for, or
any funds that may be given to the state for such purposes by the United States government.

History: 1909, Act 283, Eff. Sept. 1, 1909;CL 1915, 4378;CL 1929, 4019;CL 1948, 225.1.

Compiler's note: Section 2 of amendatory Act 300 of 1947 provides as follows:
“Section 2. All records, files and documents in the office of the Mackinac bridge authority shall be turned over to the state highway

department, and kept in said department.”

Former law: See section 1 of Act 146 of 1905; and section 1 of Act 203 of 1903.

225.2 Ridesharing programs; administration; duties; appropriation.
Sec. 2. (1) The department of state highways and transportation shall administer ridesharing programs in

the state and shall do all of the following:
(a) Develop a comprehensive state ridesharing program. The program shall examine and recommend

application of various ridesharing methods, including carpooling, vanpooling, buspooling, park-and-ride lots,
and public transportation.

(b) Provide technical assistance to local transportation and planning agencies.
(c) Develop and maintain computer or manual matching systems for ridesharing programs.
(d) Contract with public and private organizations to perform ridesharing matching programs.
(e) Develop and undertake ridesharing promotional programs.
(f) Coordinate the development of a statewide program of park-and-ride lots.
(g) Coordinate and encourage the development of highway facilities which give preferential treatment to

ridesharing vehicles.
(h) Develop and manage state ridesharing programs.
(2) The legislature shall annually appropriate sufficient funds to implement this section.
History: Add. 1978, Act 557, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1978.

Compiler's note: Former MCL 225.2, pertaining to office of state highway commissioner, was repealed by Act 286 of 1964.

225.2a Repealed. 1964, Act 286, Eff. Jan. 4, 1965.
Compiler's note: The repealed section provided for an advisory board.

225.2b Commissioner to control state roads; condemnation, construction and improvement
of drains.
Sec. 2b. The state highway commissioner is hereby invested with full charge and control over roads

heretofore or hereafter built or maintained by the state; and shall have the same authority to purchase or
condemn land for highway purposes including lands containing gravel, stone or other material used and useful
in highway construction as is or may be granted by law to township highway commissioners and to county
road commissioners. The procedure that is, or may be, prescribed for condemnation proceedings instituted by
boards of county road commissioners, is hereby expressly made applicable to such a proceeding when
brought by the state highway commissioner. Such right of purchase or condemnation shall be deemed to exist
in the case of the construction or maintenance of any road built or improved solely by the state, or by the state
with federal aid, or by the state in conjunction with any of the municipalities of the state. The said
commissioner may also exercise the same measure of authority as is or may be granted to county road
commissioners with respect to the construction of drains when necessary for the construction or improvement
of any highway within the contemplation hereof.

History: Add. 1919, Ex. Sess., Act 24, Imd. Eff. June 25, 1919;Am. 1921, Act 367, Eff. Aug. 18, 1921;CL 1929, 4022;CL
1948, 225.2b.

225.3 Road institute; time; place; conducting business at public meeting; notice; duties of
delegates; per diem and expenses.
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Sec. 3. If considered advisable by the state highway commission, the highway commissioners of the
townships of this state, and the county highway commissioners in counties working under the county road
law, shall meet annually in a road institute, at a time and place as the state highway commission designates.
The business which the road institute may perform shall be conducted at a public meeting of the institute held
in compliance with Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of 1976, being sections 15.261 to 15.275 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws. Public notice of the time, date, and place of a meeting of the road institute shall be given in
the manner required by Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of 1976. The delegates to the institute shall consider
matters as the state highway commission presents to their attention, and discuss matters of road improvement
as may be of special interest to the township and county highway commissioners. A township highway
commissioner may collect from his or her township the same per diem as in actual road work, and his or her
actual expenses in attending the institute, if reasonable, shall be allowed by the township board and shall be
paid by the township. A county highway commissioner may collect from his or her county the same per diem
as in actual road work, and his or her actual expenses in attending the institute, if reasonable, shall be allowed
by the board or committee, or county auditors who may have the authority in those matters in the county of
which he or she is a county highway commissioner, and shall be paid by the county.

History: 1909, Act 283, Eff. Sept. 1, 1909;Am. 1913, Act 355, Eff. Aug. 14, 1913;Am. 1915, Act 75, Eff. Aug. 24, 1915;CL
1915, 4380;CL 1929, 4023;CL 1948, 225.3;Am. 1978, Act 264, Imd. Eff. June 29, 1978.

Former law: See section 3 of Act 146 of 1905, as amended by Act 309 of 1907.

225.4-225.8 Repealed. 1958, Act 77, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958.
Compiler's note: The repealed sections required local officials to make sworn reports to state highway commissioner, required him

to furnish plans and advice on building or improvement of public roads or bridges, defined terms and required commissioner to record
actions of the department and to make township maps.

225.12, 225.13 Repealed. 1958, Act 77, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958.
Compiler's note: The repealed sections provided for patrol system for road maintenance and made state highway commissioner's

decision final on merit for state reward.

225.14 State department; office and equipment.
Sec. 14. There shall be assigned to the state highway commissioner, by the board of state auditors, suitable

rooms at Lansing, and at such other cities as the state highway commissioner and board of state auditors may
determine, for the conducting of the business of the state highway department, and they shall provide suitable
furniture and office equipment.

History: 1909, Act 283, Eff. Sept. 1, 1909;CL 1915, 4391;Am. 1917, Act 356, Imd. Eff. May 10, 1917;CL 1929, 4031;CL
1948, 225.14.

Former law: See section 15 of Act 146 of 1905 and section 7 of Act 203 of 1903.

225.17 Repealed. 1958, Act 77, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958.
Compiler's note: The repealed section provided state aid for bridges having more than a 30 foot span.
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